312                Henry of Navarre.               [1595-

duke. But the Queen asked for Calais as the price
of her help. Henry IV. replied that he would
sooner see it in the hands of the Spaniards, from
whom he trusted shortly to recover it, than of the
English, who had so stubbornly held it for genera-
tions. When Elizabeth relented, and the eagerly
expected permission to sail reached Essex, it was
too late, the Spanish flag already floated over the
citadel

Since he could not save Calais, the King strength-
ened the garrisons of the neighbouring towns and
hastened back to La Fere, uhich surrendered on
May 22d. The Spaniards, meantime, had taken
Ham, Guines and Ardres. The gentry in the King's
service hurried home, according to their custom, as
soon as the siege was concluded, and the emptiness
of the treasury made it difficult to keep even the
mercenaries together; yet Henry contrived to march
towards the Archduke at the head of an army more
formidable than the Austrian cared to meet. The
Spaniards recrossed the frontier and sat down be-
fore Hulst, which they took from the Dutch, at the
cost of many men, much money and a loss far more
irreparable, the life of Marshal de Rosne.

The recent successes of the Spaniards raised the
hopes of those nobles who saw in the weakness of
the monarchy a chance of enlarging their own privi-
leges. The Duke of Montpensier, a personage less
ill-meaning than foolish, was put forward to suggest
as an excellent plan for keeping an army on foot,
that the King should grant the hereditary possession
of their offices to all governors, whether of provinces